
ISPM  Institute of Social and Preventive Medicine 
BIHAM  Berner Institut für Hausarztmedizin 
CTU  Clinical Trials Unit 
 

Prof. Tom Shakespeare has been Professor of disability 
research at the London School of Hygiene & Tropical Medicine. 
Trained in social and political sciences at Cambridge 
University, Shakespeare subsequently studied for an MPhil 
and PhD.  He has taught and researched at the Universities of 
Sunderland, Leeds, Newcastle and East Anglia.  From 2008-
2013, he was a technical officer at the World Health 
Organisation, Geneva, where he co-authored and co-edited 
the World Report on Disability (2011) and International 
Perspectives on Spinal Cord Injury (2014).   

Tom Shakespeare’s books includes: The Sexual Politics of Disability (1996); Disability Rights and 
Wrongs (2006; 2014); Disability - the Basics (2017).  Shakespeare was a member of Arts Council, 
England (2003-2008) and Nuffield Council on Bioethics (2013-2019).  He is currently chair of Light 
for the World - UK, and vice-chair of Light for the World International. 

 

« Covid-19 and disabled people: Triple jeopardy?» 
 

Prof. Tom Shakespeare will summarise the findings of his current UKRI-funded study on the 
experiences of UK disabled people in England and Scotland during the Covid-19 pandemic.  
Disabled people have experienced a tripe jeopardy: 
 

1. Greater risk of contracting or dying from the virus 
2. Postponement or cancellation of regular health and rehabilitation appointments 
3. Exclusion from society as a result of shielding, social distancing and failure of social 

responses 
 
Particularly highlighted will be how the virus has revealed underlying inequalities between 
disabled people and non-disabled people, how disabled people have often been an afterthought 
in responses to the virus, how civil society for some disabled people is artificial, and dependent 
on services delivered by statutory and voluntary sector. He will present some suggestions for 
learning lessons from the current pandemic, so that we might be better prepared for the next 
one, and for the impact of the global climate emergency. 

 
Join the lecture on Thursday, 11 February 2021 at 4:00 pm online on zoom! 

Join the lecture on zoom: 

https://unibe-ch.zoom.us/j/93985878398?pwd=ZUZ6UFhPRy93enZtcVVnbXhqR0NMUT09  

(Meeting ID: 939 8587 8398, Passcode: 474235) 

https://unibe-ch.zoom.us/j/93985878398?pwd=ZUZ6UFhPRy93enZtcVVnbXhqR0NMUT09

