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Abstract The faculty of medicine in any modern university has a dual mandate (from the university): first, to provide education — the content of
which is maximally research-based — for (suitably-learned) practice of medicine; and second, to conduct medically-relevant research. In an
intellectually healthy faculty of medicine in a modern university, both of these functions are in conformity with the logical dictates of tenable
general theory — concepts and principles — of medicine. Thus, the first, undergraduate phase of the education focuses on topics that logically
constitute 'the medical common' — that is, topics whose mastery truly is relevant to (suitably-learned) practice in all (sub)disciplines of medicine
— while the second, graduate phase of any given student's education (supplemented with training in relevant skills) is specific to his/her chosen,
logically-construed (sub)discipline of medicine and is focused on truly-relevant topics (and skills) peculiar to the (sub)discipline at issue. And the
research in such a faculty of medicine is principally directed to advancement of the knowledge-base of the practice of medicine, in conformity
with the logical dictates of the theory of directly practice-relevant medical research. As of now, alas, such intellectually healthy faculties of
medicine still are but a dream of a small avant-garde of medical academia. But once the needed 'paradigm shift' takes place, the preparation for
practice in whichever (sub)discipline of medicine will be much shorter, and also distinctly more meaningful, than in the framework of the culture
that now animates medical academia.
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